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On 11 July 1975, a small fox which icoked like 2 youngoue 
Was Spotted around 17 : 30 hrs in plsin desert with 
stunted vegetation near Jabal Sanarn, 30 km northeast of 
Basrah, south Irag. We chased the fox in 2 vehicle. end 
on approach I identified it as Fennec fox for its large ears 
and pallid colouration and it was shot and cGllected 


(Fig. 1). It was a male and the identification was con~ - 


firmed as Fennecus gerda Zimmermann. The specimen 
is kept in the mammal collection of the museum: The 
measurements in cm are : TL : 56 Po 96 ; A: g: 
FF : 11 ; and E - 8.5. 





Fig. 1. Fennecus zerda collected near Jabal Sanan, 
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south Irag on 1i July 1975. (Photo. 4l-Robaae} 
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in 1977 a live Fennec fox was brought to the Zoo at the 
United Arab Emirates by a desert man who cought it alive 
on 27 July from near Jabal Hafit at the border of United 
Arab Emirates with Oman. This specimen (Fig. 2) is at 
present alive and is kept in the Zoological Garden, Al-Ain, 
at UAE. 


The Fennec fox is the smailest fox occurring in Arabia, the 
hind foot measures 92-98 mm and the greatest length of 
the skull 80-87 mm. The ears are relatively very large 
and uniformly coloured. The general colour is very pallid 
and the pelage even softer and finer than that of Vulpes 
ruppelli. The skull is characterized by its very large tym- 
panic bullae, the dimensions of this structure (about 
22 X 15 mm) actually exceeding those of V. ruppelii, 
which has a much larger skull. The braincase is relatively 
more inflated in F. zerda and smoother, with scarcely any 
trace of the sagittal crest. The dentition is weak (Harri- 
son, 1968). i 


Fig. 2. Fennecus zerda caught on 27 July 1977 near 
Jabal Hafi, UAE and exhibited in the Zoological 
Garden, Al-Ain, UAE. (Photo. Al-Robaae) 
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Distribution : Harrison (1968) gives as : “the deserts of 
N. Africa, from Morocco, Algeria, Libya and Egypt, south 
to Sudan and Asben and in the Arabian peninsula.” 

In the Arabian peninsula the occurrence of the Fennec 
fox is rare. There are only two records : Flower (1932) 
States of Col. W. V. N ugent obtaining two specimens in 
N. Sinai on 18 March 1919 and Hatt (1959) mentions of 
Morrison-Scott’s (1989 : 199) reference of a specimen 
found near Kuwait and which is at present in the British 
Museum (Natural History). 


The present finding of the Fennec fox from near Jabal 
Sanam, south 340 and near Jabal Hafit, United Arab 
Emirates form additions to the mammalian fauna of these 
two countries. Further the Occurrence of the Fennec fox 
in the United Arab Emirates may indicate a northeast 
extension of the geographical distribution of this Species 
within recent times (Fig. 3). 





Fig. 3. Distribution of Fennecus zerda in the Arabian 
peninsula : previous records, 0 : new records. 
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SUMMARY 


Occureuce of Fennec Fox from UAE anc Irag is a new 
addition to the mammalizn Fauna of Arab Pennisila. It 
fur Thershows that the species has been secently intro- 
used in north — east region, sinc there was no earlier 
record of it. 
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